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NOTES TO CONTRIBUTORS

The African Journal of Geographical Sciences
is a peer-review interdisciplinary and
multidisciplinary scholarly/academic journal
published by the Department of Geographyand
planning, University of Jos, Nigeria, dedicated
to publishing original research papers in all
academic fields that are of geographical
interests. These include, but not restricted to,
Geography, Spatial analysis, Locational
Analysis, Tourism and Recreation, Economics,
History, Plant Technology, Zoology, Urban and
Regional Planning, Geology, Geographical
Information Systems and Science, Remote
Sensing, Land Surveying, Law, Conflict and
Peace Studies, Demography, Political Science
and Political Geography, Archeology and
Geoarcheology, Soils Studies, Agricultural
Sciences, Environmental Studies, Human and
Veterinary Medicine, Medical Geography,
Epidemiology, among others.

The journal also encourages young scientists to
send in synopses of dissertations and theses that
are relevant and groundbreaking. Incisive
reviews of books, comments on articles, books
and other publications within or outside the
journal, reports of scientific research projects,
and short posthumous biographies of
exceptional scientists are also welcome.

The Journal is an international publication that
seeks to open up robust conversation and
discussions between and among scientists. It
therefore expects original articles to be well-
grounded in theory and rigorous in
methodology with cutting-edge and compelling
results, exciting discussions and conclusions
that would inspire and generate lively
conversations in the scientific community.

The Journal therefore invites papers to be
submitted for publication by interested persons.
Generally, articles should be between 4000-
5000 words long (about 15 pages; Times New
Roman, size 12; double spacing; current APA
citation and referencing format). Justifiable
longer papers may be considered. The Abstract
should be between 200-300 words followed by
3-6 keywords. All images should be at least 300
dpi resolution in either TIF or EPS formats. All
tables and figures should be clearly labeled and
evidence of permission to use copyrighted
materials should accompany accepted articles.

All financial and other supports as well as
sources of materials used in the study should be
acknowledged. The title page of the article
should contain the name (s) of the author(s) and
affiliation(s) but the main body of the article
should only have the title of the paper but no
names/affiliations of authors. At least the
Firstname and Lastname (Surname) of authors
should be in full, while an initial for
Middlename is acceptable.

Acrticles should be submitted to the Secretary of
the Editorial Board, Dr. Leonard S. Bombom,
or through this email address:
ajgssociety@gmail.com. A processing fee of
N5000 per article applies (US$20 for
international authors).

The review process is expected to take not more
than 6 weeks and the decision will be
communicated to authors within that period.
After the paper has been accepted for
publication, a publication fee of N20,000
(US$80 for international authors) will be
charged per article accepted. Account details of
the journal will be provided when articles are
submitted.

Manuscript Language and Length: All
manuscripts must be in English. There are two
broad categories of papers that will be
considered for publication: Research articles:
Acrticles should be within 5000 words in length
(including title, abstract, and references). Where
additional word length is warranted and clearly
justified, extended papers of up to 10,000 words
will also be considered. Contributions in this
category may take the form of research or
project reports, program evaluations or case
studies of practice, critical essays relating to
philosophical or policy issues, critiques of
previously published articles, and literature
reviews that are relevant to environmental,
geographical and interdisciplinary education.
Theoretical essays or research reports should
include a description of the practical
application(s) of the ideas raised or tested, while
reports of practice should contain an
explanation of the theoretical foundation
underlying the practice in question.

Shorter pieces: Communications, scholarly
opinion, discussion, story,  posthumous
biographies of eminent scholars, or review
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pieces of up to 3000 words in length (including
title, abstract, and reference).

Thesis/Dissertation Synopsis

A synopsis of only examined and passed
masters or doctoral level research studies in the
last two years will be accepted.

An insightful overview of the research study
including a title, research problem and
guestions, study context, theoretical
frameworks, methodologies, key findings and
conclusion.

No more than 500 words in length excluding
references.

Include biodata of the research study author
(100 words) and current contact details.
Acknowledge the conferring institution and the
research supervisors by name and institution.
List the full online access details of thesis to
facilitate broader dissemination.

Note any publications arising from the research
study.

Provide three key words pertaining to the
synopsis to facilitate online searches.

Title Page: The title page is not shared with the
referees. The title page must state the following:
The title of the document and suggested running
head of no more than 50 characters.

The name and affiliations of all authors; the
name, affiliation, address, telephone number,
fax number, and e-mail address of the
corresponding author

a short (50-100 words) biodata note of
author(s);

any acknowledgements, financial support, or
competing interest statements that may identify
the authors;

that this manuscript is an original work that has
not been submitted to nor published anywhere
else;

REFERENCING STYLE: All references
should follow the format and style described in
the Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association (6th ed.). Include all
and only those references cited in the paper.
Papers "in press," may be cited but not papers
in preparation. These examples illustrate the
recommended format:

Journal articles:

Jickling, B. & Spork, H. (1998). Education for
the environment: A critique. Environmental
Education Research, 4(3), 309 327.

Cutter-Mackenzie, A. (2009). Multicultural
school gardens: Creating engaging garden
spaces in learning about language, culture, and
environment (special issue guest edited by D.
Greenwood and M. McKenzie). Canadian
Journal of Environmental Education, 14(1),
122-135.

Books and Reports:

Hart, P. (2003). Teachers' thinking in
environmental education: Consciousness and
responsibility. New York: Peter Lang.

Australian Government Department of the
Environment Water Heritage and the Arts.
(2009). Living sustainably: The Australian
Government's National Action Plan for
Education for  Sustainability.  Canberra:
Commonwealth of Australia.

Chalkley, M. Haigh & D. Higgitt (Eds.). (2009).
Education for sustainable development: Paper
in honour of the United Nations Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development (2005—
2014) (pp. 199- 213). New York:

Routledge.

Theses:

Hillcoat, J. (1999). Beyond the commodity:
Meaning-making, sustainability and the self.
Unpublished  PhD  thesis,  Queensland
University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia.

For further information, please contact us.

Prof. Nankap L. Binbol

Editor-in-Chief and Head of Department
Geography and Planning

Faculty of Environmental Sciences
University of Jos, Nigeria



Editorial Introduction

The African Journal of Geographical Sciences (Vol. 5, No. 1 & 2, 2024) presents a collection of scholarly
contributions that critically examine contemporary geographical, social and environmental challenges. This
edition encompasses a diverse array of studies addressing issues related to climate change adaptation, land
tenure, urbanization, infrastructure development, and environmental sustainability, offering peer reviewed
empirically grounded insights and policy recommendations.

Within land use and urbanization, Anyokwu and Balogun conducted a spatio-temporal analysis of land
cover and land surface emissivity in Benin City, underscoring the necessity for sustainable urban planning
strategies. Also, Bombom and Okorie explored the application of geomatics in optimizing transportation
infrastructure, integrating multi-criteria evaluation techniques with geographic information systems (GIS)
to enhance highway route selection and planning.

The issue of land tenure remains a focal point in this edition. Edohen and Egharevba examined the
phenomenon of land grabbing in the Benin region, identifying speculative investment, weak regulatory
frameworks, and rising land values as primary drivers. Their findings emphasize the urgent need for
legislative reforms and increased public awareness to safeguard land ownership rights.

Climate change adaptation emerges as another significant theme. Balarabe, Esu, and lkpe assessed the
accessibility of weather forecast information among farmers in Giwa, Kaduna State, revealing a
predominant reliance on traditional communication channels such as radio and informal networks. Their
study advocates for the expansion of digital platforms to enhance climate resilience. Goyol and Ibrahim
explored climate change adaptation strategies among farmers in Maijuju, Jos East LGA, identifying shifts
in planting dates, adoption of drought-resistant crops, and increased agrochemical use as prevalent adaptive
measures. Their research underscores the need for policy frameworks that integrate localized adaptation
strategies with broader climate resilience planning.

Danbaba, Hassan and Sunday explored the effects of climatic elements (rainfall, temperature, relative
humidity, and solar radiation) variability on surface water in selected catchment areas of Kaduna state. The
study found that climatic variables have no significant impact on the water level across the three catchment
areas of Galma, Kaduna Central and Amere/Mada, though rainfall and solar radiation have a positive
relationship with water level, which give rise to positive water level in the catchment area. They concluded
that that water resources availability in the catchment areas will not be stressed by climate variation.

Water resource management and environmental sustainability were also examined in depth. Adams,
Olowolafe, and Dabi analyzed heavy metal contamination in irrigated crops in Southern Kaduna, raising
concerns about the presence of pollutants and emphasizing the necessity of improved water quality
monitoring and regulatory enforcement. Salifu, Eziashi and Dabi investigated recurrent flooding in Kaduna
Metropolis, providing an empirical assessment of its socio-economic impacts and proposing targeted flood
mitigation strategies.

Dalyop, Zitta, Edward, Musa and Beka investigated the physicochemical properties of tin mining ponds on
the Jos Plateau. Based on these findings, the appearance, color, taste, odor, electrical conductivity, turbidity,
iron (Fe), lead (Pb), arsenic (Ar), total coliform and E. coli concentrations are above the WHO and
NESREA limits. They concluded that though the tin mining ponds offer good promise for municipal water
supply, they must be properly treated to ensure the physicochemical properties are within acceptable limits
for municipal uses.
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Agricultural sustainability is another key concern addressed in this volume. Moses, Ikpe, and Omede
examined adaptation strategies employed by cassava farmers in Otukpo, Benue State, highlighting
improved storage techniques, enhanced processing methods, and strengthened market linkages as crucial
interventions for minimizing post-harvest losses and ensuring food security.

From a socio-economic perspective, Ariyo, Omole, and Gabriel examined the role of night markets in Ore,
Nigeria, demonstrating their contribution to urban economic development through employment generation
and commercial activity. Their study highlights the informal sector’s role in fostering economic resilience
and urban growth.

Nesla, Maton, Illenwabor, Cheson, and Molta examined medical waste management practices at Bingham
University Teaching Hospital, Jos, Plateau State. Their findings highlighted challenges in waste
segregation, collection, and disposal, emphasizing the need for stricter adherence to World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines to minimize environmental and health risks associated with medical waste.

Environmental health and air quality concerns are explored by Musa, Iliya, and Bello, who assessed the
correlation between air pollution and respiratory health outcomes in Kano Metropolis. Their research
established significant correlations between pollutant levels—particularly PM2.5, NO2, and CO—and
respiratory diseases such as asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and pneumonia. The
study called for stricter air quality regulations and public health interventions to mitigate the adverse effects
of urban air pollution.

Kwamande, Shabu, Ikape, Shabu, and Ngbea examined the contribution of the RUSHPIN programme to
knowledge, attitude and practices towards sanitation and hygiene in Gwer LGA of Benue State. The study
reported a significant increase in sanitation and hygiene after the implementation of the RUSHPIN
programme. However, there are still pockets of challenges arising from the lack of awareness among rural
people of the linkages between personal hygiene, sanitation and water supply. The study advocate for
interventions by government and non-governmental organizations in educating rural people on this and
other important connections in order to improve sanitation and hygiene.

Finally, aviation challenges related to environmental factors are addressed by Akintunde et al., who
investigated the impact of low visibility on flight operations at Yakubu Gowon Airport, Jos. Their findings
reveal a moderate correlation between poor visibility conditions and flight delays, advocating for the
implementation of advanced meteorological forecasting technologies and improved aviation infrastructure
to mitigate disruptions.

Through rigorous empirical analysis and interdisciplinary approaches, these studies among other articles in
this edition, provide critical insights that inform policy-making, infrastructure development, and
environmental governance.
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